Natural history museums have long been recognized as centres for systematic and biological research. Museum collections are also important reference systems for the study of the diversity of living organisms. The voucher specimens collected during various faunistic field surveys and explorations, preserved and deposited in natural history museums help in recognizing multiple species in a complex of closely related species, variation in traits of populations that affect morphology, ecology, behaviour or physiology, errors or omissions in keys or guides used for identification. The Zoological Survey of India (ZSI), since its inception, has in its custody and care, collections of the Natural History Museum, Calcutta (Kolkata) that are over 200 years old, as well as subsequent collections made by scientists and staff of ZSI since 1916. As per Section 39 of the Biological Diversity Act, 2002, ZSI is notified as Designated National Repository for Zoological Collections (NZC) of India. The NZC housed at ZSI now contains more than 30,00,000 authentically identified specimens comprising over 90,000 known species of animals (Ramakrishna & Alfred 2007 (Anonymous 1914) . The Investigator-I (1881 Investigator-I ( -1905 and Investigator-II (1908 -11 & 1921 -1926 expeditions dredged several interesting mollusks and of them some collections were studied by E.A. Smith (1906) . Several scientific teams from the ZSI also surveyed the molluscs of India from both the terrestrial and aquatic environments. However, the history of first molluscan collections in ZSI dates back to 1872. Dr. J. WoodMason, an officer of the Indian Museum collected the first molluscan specimens from the Andaman Islands (Rao & Dey 2000) . Perhaps this was due to the series Abbreviations: BMNH -British Museum (Natural History), London; USNM -National Museum of Natural History, Washington, D.C., U.S.A.; DMNH -Delaware Museum, Greenville, U.S.A.; NZC-ZSI -National Zoological Collections at Zoological Survey of India of expeditions carried out during 1865-1886. However, registering the collections started later. The records present in the Indian Museum show that Murex trapa, also commonly known as Rare-spined Murex, is the first registered specimen of the then Indian Museum, which was collected by J. Barnett, Esq. Branch Pilot, P.V. Cassandra on 22 August 1884. It is now presently in the NZC. This is an excellent example of the contributions of private donors to the zoological collections in the Indian Museum. The record indicates that it was collected from Sandhead, Bay of Bengal and it could be possible that J. Barnett, a Hugli Pilot, donated these specimens to the museum (The Indian Museum: 1814-1914). The details regarding the Rare-spined Murex are provided below. (Roeding 1798) .
Classification of Murex trapa
The shell of this species is readily distinguished by its tall spire, angulated whorls and short spines. It is very abundant in shallow waters. The relationship of this species may be with the M. scolopax species group, because it resembles most shell characters except for having a 'closed', not 'open', outer lip. It is included in the M. tribulus species group by some authors. According to Rao & Rao (1993) , this species closely agrees with M. tribulus but differs in having an elevated and acute spire, and sub-angulate whorl; canal bearing a few spines on the upper part, and having a more prominent labial tooth. This species was also reported from the Gulf of Kachchh by Menon et al. (1961) but the figure given by them suggests it to be M. tribulus. So far there is no record of this species from anywhere along the west coast of India or along the Arabian coast, although there are records from Madagascar and Mauritius (Ponder & Vokes 1988) .
Importance of designated national repository: The Zoological Survey of India (ZSI) is a century-old organization (established in 1916) that mainly deals with the exploration, survey, inventorying and monitoring of faunal diversity in various states, ecosystems and protected areas of India (http://zsi.gov.in). It is the only organization in the country involved in the taxonomic study of all kinds of animals, from Protozoa to Mammalia, occurring in all possible habitats. ZSI is also the designated national repository for animal collection and is a storehouse of zoological collections. It serves as a fundamental resource for the identification of zoological specimens by way of comparison with known taxa, as well as through morphological and molecular studies to compare the lineage of taxa.
